Possible SCMS workshop or panel 
Expanding porn, proliferating fetishes? 

The expansion of the amount of and availability of pom follows a clear marketing logic 
enabled by technological changes. From the elite’s private “secret museum,” to the mass 
produced but limited enclosed circulation of fdms (of brothels and clubs), through cheap 
printing and an expansion into theatrical fdm followed by proliferation in the home 
formats by videotape, CD/DVD, and finally the internet and streaming technology. The 
resulting wide availability of sexual images has allowed for vastly increased niche 
marketing. As Linda Williams noted, the theatrical features of the 60s and 70s had an 
obligatory variety which now fades as search engines can produce increasingly line 
distinctions in actors, actions, ethnicities, body types, etc. It is now relatively easy for 
someone with a very specific attraction or fetish interest to find virtual others who share a 
rare/unusual visual desire. What are the implications for producers and consumers? Has 
this “normalized” previously rarely seen activities? (Did Deep Throat make heterosexual 
fellatio popular or obligatory?) How has it allowed new producers to find 
audiences/markets (e.g., female, racial/ethnic/national, queer, etc.)? 

While I'm thinking of this as a workshop, I’d like to hear from anyone who may be 
working on a paper or research project that dovetails with this theme for a possible future 
publication. 



